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The Latest in OST with BOOST

We are glad to have had the opportunity to come together as the BOOST Network during
our September Quarterly Meeting. After a summer full of great programming and events,
we discussed how to learn from the successes and challenges experienced in our youth in
order to create better programs for our youth as we head into fall. Please remember that
there is still time to take the Healthy Kids Quality Self-Assessment and if you missed our
meeting catch up with us by reviewing the meetings powerpoint presentation. Also, be on
the lookout for information about upcoming capacity-building opportunities during the fall,
which will be facilitated by our friends from HRiA. Thank you again to everyone that
attended and will be looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming fall training
opportunities and at our last quarterly meeting of the year on December 7th.

BOOST Your Social Media

Social media can help you reach and
engage parents and youth looking for OST
programs and we want to help you. The
BOOST Network wants to hear from OST
providers on how the Network can support
your OST programs through social media.
Join us September 30th at 1:00 pm MT for
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a virtual discussion on how you can elevate
your social media and how we can help you
spread the word about the great programs
in our region. Register here.

Lights On AfterSchool

Next month, The BOOST Network will once
again join the nationwide Lights On
Afterschool celebration to recognize the
amazing work OST programs are doing in
our communities. Like last year, we will be
providing fun and engaging activity kits for
youth enrolled in your OST programs to be
part of the festivities. To join in on the
week-long event, please follow The
BOOST Network on Facebook and Twitter,
and be on the lookout for an email from the
BOOST Network for other weeklong
participation opportunities including our
signature event, which is scheduled for
Thursday, October 28th. Contact the
BOOST Network here to register your
organization to participate in Lights On
Afterschool and for more information about
the activity kits.

The Book Nook

As school begins in the region, The Book
Nook, a community space established by
Sunland Park Mall and the United Way of
El Paso County is still open for children and
families to learn, read, discover, and play.
Thanks to our partnership with the United
Way, the space is open for use by BOOST
members to support your out-of-school time
activities and programming throughout the
2021-22 school year. Please email the
BOOST Network if you are interested in
using the space so that we can support
scheduling and coordination.

Assessing the Quality of Your Summer Program
The free online Healthy Kids Quality Self-
Assessment Tool is still open to all OST
providers in the region to identify and
monitor seven indicators that can gauge
the effectiveness of your summer
programming. These indicators provide an
understanding of how well you
incorporated safety, supportive
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relationships, meaningful youth
involvement, appropriate structure, and
positive social norms into your programs.
The tool will remain open until September
30, 2021 and can be completed
confidentially from a link on the 
BOOST website here.

Member Highlights & Activities

Community Healing Resource Fair

Learn about the El Paso United Family
Resiliency Center and their many local
community resource partners during a free
fair on September 28 from 9am - 2pm,
located at the El Paso Convention center.
Get information about community
resources that provide free healing
resources ranging from traditional and non-
traditional therapy and counseling, to
fitness memberships, wellness, and
education services. For further information
or questions, call (915) 775-2783.

Latina LEADS Program

Developed by LULAC and Spectrum and
hosted by Fab Lab, the Latina LEADS
Program is a free one-year online after-
school program for girls in grades 6-8. The
robust curriculum provides participants with
three hours of programming and one hour
of tutoring per month through participation
in STEAM focused workshops, interactive
activities, keynote speeches by industry
professionals, access to academic and
career guidance, leadership development,
and emotional support. Find further details
and register here.

Teen Hangout

The El Paso Public Library is hosting Teen
Hangouts every Thursday at 4:30pm at the
Dorris Van Doren branch for teens ages
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12-18. No parents or younger siblings will
be permitted in order to create an authentic
teen space as they participate in a variety
of activities. Find the planned activities and
additional information by clicking here.

Professional Development
& Funding Opportunities

OST-ESSER III Grant Competition 

Applications are now available for New
Mexico-based OSTs to apply for the
second round of the Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief
(ESSER) III Out-of-School Time Grant
Competition. School districts, state-
chartered schools and community
organizations have until September 9th to
apply for a second round of Out-of-School-
Time grants through ESSER III. The
program provides funding to address the
impact of COVID-19 on elementary and
secondary schools.

Join The Leap Into Science National Network

Leap into Science is a nationwide
program developed by The Franklin
Institute Science Museum that integrates
open-ended science activities with
children’s books, designed for children
ages 3-10 and their families. Participation
in the training and program are free. A
starter kit is provided to participating
organizations after completing the 2-hour
virtual training and committing to complete
at least three Leap into Science Workshops
by May 2022. Visit the Leap into Science
website for more information about this
program and to register.

LEGO Education Professional Development

LEGO Education offers a Professional
Development program that aims to inspire
teachers to learn, practice, and master
competencies so they can facilitate hands-
on, playful STEAM learning with their
students. During the program, teachers
actively engage in this experiential,
personalized professional learning program
designed to produce a strong set of
transferrable instructional skills and
strategies that foster student success. The
program builds on a competency-based

https://www.facebook.com/ELPASOPUBLICLIBRARY/photos/a.395661567161/10159462508457162/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3mk4pT65ug9sJQ1CM7tpTMu6DCLm9GKfsQhwdY3ov-Qq0DA/viewform
http://leap.fi.edu/
http://www.fi.edu/
http://leap.fi.edu/
https://education.lego.com/en-us


framework and offers micro-credentials as
reward and recognition for learning. Find
more details about the program here.

Spark Interest in Stem with TI

Fire up your students’ skills in coding and
engineering with help from Texas
Instruments! Their advanced technology
platform is designed to translate
programming into the real world of
engineering and robotics. Partner with
Texas Instruments for a free demo by
clicking here.

Connect with Us!
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